London 2012 Olympic Games & Paralympic Games

Fact Sheet: Online Sources of Tendering Opportunities

There are a number of procurement portals that exist to provide companies with sources of information on tendering opportunities. This fact sheet has been produced to help companies involved in the London 2012 Olympic Games & Paralympic Games to understand where they can go to find information on other tenders that might be of interest to their company. It aims to act as a signposting tool to ‘where’ companies can find out information on tenders. This is not an exhaustive list, rather an initial outline of some of the main procurement portals that exist.  The identified sources are linked to public sector contracts, central government and other major sport events. This fact sheet does not go into the ‘how to tender’ or details of individual procurement policies.  Please note most resources listed are FREE. Please check for details as arrangements do change.  
OJEU    www.ted.europa.eu
This is the ultimate public sector procurement portal (i.e. all tender opportunities, across the UK and Europe, above OJEU adverting threshold). Public procurement in the UK and European Union is governed by a number of Directives and Regulations (which are then implemented in national legislation). European Directives and UK Regulations set out detailed procedures for contracts whose value equals or exceeds various financial thresholds. These thresholds are set in Euros, and every two years the European Commission publishes the equivalent values in pound sterling. Details of the current thresholds (from 1 January 2008) can be found at:

http://www.ogc.gov.uk/procurement_policy_and_application_of_eu_rules_eu_procurement_thresholds_.asp

Supply2Gov  www.supply2.gov.uk/
Supply2.gov.uk is a government-backed service designed to give company’s easy access to lower-value contract opportunities (typically worth under £100,000) offered by the public sector. Supply2.gov.uk is FREE for public sector buyers and FREE for private sector suppliers to access UK-wide lower-value contracts via the Online Contract Search. Suppliers can additionally benefit from the Contract Alert service in a free location of their choice. The Supply2.gov.uk Contract Alert is an annual subscription-based service which provides quick, hassle-free notification of new contract opportunities via a Daily Email Alert – delivered each working day, directly to your inbox. Once registered, upgrade to receive contract alerts in a wider geographic area – saving you vital time searching online for contract opportunities. Subscriptions start from £70 per annum.
North West Local Authorities 
The Chest      www.thechest.nwce.gov.uk/cms/cms.nfs  
The Chest has been created with funding from the North West Centre of Excellence to bring together buyers and suppliers making it easier for businesses to find out about new sources of potential revenue and to grow and develop to the benefit of the local economy. Local Authorities in the North West currently spend between £6bn and £6.5bn each year on goods and services so they could provide long-term stability for local businesses. The Chest has tender opportunities above and below the OJEU threshold offered by North West Local Authorities.

Companies might also want to contact individual Local Authorities or check their websites as Local Authorities in the Northwest may also publishes tenders on their own websites. These websites might also include additional information on the Council’s procurement strategy and procedures.  Some examples are provided below.  
www.bolton.gov.uk/website/pages/Tendersandcontracts.aspx
www.liverpool.gov.uk/business/business_procurement/current_tenders

www.warrington.gov.uk/Business/Tendersandcontracts
www.knowsley.gov.uk/business/selling-to-the-council/procurement.aspx
Region-wide opportunities

Some examples of other sites where you will find contracts advertised, covering the North of England

· Northwest Regional Development Agency Tender opportunities: http://www.nwda.co.uk/working-with-us/supplying-nwda/current-tenders.aspx
· North East of England Tender opportunities - http://www.onenortheast.co.uk/regional_tenders  
· Central England Tender opportunities - http://www.cbconline.org.uk/index.htm  

· Yorkshire Local Authorities’ Tender opportunities - http://scms.alito.co.uk/ 
Central Government
Some examples of Central Government procurement sites are listed below.  Central Government typically advertises through TED, Supply2.gov (both referenced elsewhere in this document) or at Buying Solutions. This site is the Office of Government Commerce Buying Solutions – an excellent starting point for suppliers new to the public sector procurement process. Website: www.buyingsolutions.gov.uk/aboutus/Supplierzone/potential/
Other Central Government sites advertising tendering opportunities include: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/procurement/
The Department for Works and Pensionshttp://www.dwp.gov.uk/supplying-dwp/what-we-buy/welfare-to-work-services/opportunities-to-tender/  

The Foreign and Commonwealth Officehttp://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-us/working-for-us/contracts-procurement/contracts1/  

Department For International Development - www.dfid.gov.uk/procurement/ 
Ireland - http://www.etenders.gov.ie/search/search_mainpage
Northern Ireland
http://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/bdotg/action/detail?site=191&type=RESOURCES&itemId=5000459538
Scotland 

· http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/search-mainpage.aspx
· http://www.highland.gov.uk/businessinformation/contractopportunities/
Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk


Procurement Portals advertising contracts related to Major Sport Events and other sport projects 
London 2012 Olympic Games & Paralympic Games 

CompeteFor is a free service that enables businesses to compete for contract opportunities linked to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and other major public and private sector buying organisations. With a particular focus on supply chain opportunities, CompeteFor acts as a brokerage service, matching buyers with potential suppliers. It also facilitates access to focused business support, through the national Business Link network, helping to boost the long–term competitiveness of your business.

www.competefor.com
The following site is used by London 2012 to enable companies to take part in tenders announced by the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) in a secure and efficient way. https://etenders.london2012.com
CompeteFor Resource Centre

The London Business Network has developed an online Resource Centre to help the business community access CompeteFor.  The interactive resource provides useful information on how to search for and apply to opportunities advertised on the website. It contains a number of materials, including an introductory video to London 2012 opportunities, as well as downloadable PDFs and animated guides on the registration process and various CompeteFor tools (such as applying for contracts). The Centre can be accessed online at www.londonbusinessnetwork.com/competefor
Podium   www.podium.ac.uk
PODIUM is the national Further and Higher Education Unit for the 2012 Games. The Unit has three major aims to communicate, collaborate and enhance the contribution of the Further and Higher Education sector to the Games. Information on business opportunities is included on their website: www.podium.ac.uk/opportunities#business-opportunities
Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games 

The Commonwealth Games Business Portal brings together contractors and suppliers and provides businesses of all sizes with the opportunity to find out about and compete for Games related contracts. Businesses can register to be alerted to up coming contracts and their status. And getting business ready, allows you to pre-register your company details and do the ground work to ensure you can be considered for 2014 opportunities. 
www.glasgow2014.com/businessportal 
Information on business opportunities being created from other global sport events can be found by searching the event websites. Some examples are listed below: 

· Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics opportunities in Canada www.vancouver2010.com/en/about-vanoc/procurement-opportunities/-/33180/t5cudp/index.html
· Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics, in Russia. Details of tenders advertised by both the Organising Committee - http://sochi2014.com/sch_tender?TT=1 and delivery organisation www.sc-olympstroy.ru
· England’s bid for the Football World Cup in 2018 - www.england2018bid.com/
Some sport organisations advertise contract opportunities on their websites, for example: 

· Sport Business www.sportbusiness.com/marketplace/tenders
· Sport England  www.sportengland.org/about_us/tenders_and_contracts.aspx 
· British Olympic Association www.olympics.org.uk/news.aspx?NE=3601
Sector Specialist

Some examples of public sector sites for specialist sectors:
· Food Northwest - www.foodnw.co.uk/activities/Opportunities_and_Tenders/
· Housing sector opportunities - www.cirrustenders.co.uk


· National Policing Improvement Agency - www.npia.police.uk/en/7067.htm
· Forestry Commission - www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6JKFYT
· Nuclear Decommissioning Authority - www.nda.gov.uk/contracts/opportunities 

· E tendering solution for all emergency services - www.bluelight.gov.uk

· Construction Line - pre-qualification website charge applies from £90 - www.constructionline.co.uk
Health
· NHS Supply Chain opportunities - www.supplychain.nhs.uk

· NHS opportunities (Healthcare) - www.supply2health.nhs.uk

· NHS opportunities - www.pasa.nhs.uk

· NHS North West Procurement Hub:   www.nwcca.nhs.uk/informationforsuppliers/contractingopportunities.html
· Dept of Health - www.dh.gov.uk/en/AdvanceSearchResult/index.htm?searchTerms=tender+opportunities
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